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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Central Intelligence

SUBJECTY :  Utilisation of the Asrospace Trainer
NF «104A for Reconnaissance Purposes

1. I have parscaally reviewed the flight profiles and per-
formance characteristics of the NF-104A and as far as I can de-
termine thare is very little, if aay, application for such a systen.
te photographic and ELINT reconnaissance. The main reasons
are:

a. The system has no range capabilitios.

b. It would be very difficult to stabilizse the carmera
systeins during the flight trajectory.

€. The timing of puli-up and the short duraticon of the
ballistic trajectory portion of the flight is such that it
weuld bs practicaily impossible for the pilot tc acquire
and identify a target to say nothing of attempting to uperate
the camers at the target under the precise conditicas that
would be required by shutter speed, focal length, and
other Chinera parameters.

4. The time limit in the target ares makes the tythm
of iittle use for ELINT purposes.

e. I deoult vyery much whether the pilot will have any

more than very marginal control of the aireraft during the
trajectory phase of the flight.

Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001300080025-5



Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001300080025-5
A ke B

Z. The:e are situations wiere this system migit provide
us with & ve:y limited and marginal capability. In eny opision the
tesOUrcas AaCesRary 1o acquirze such & systen: versus the small
return we would get for the system: makes it sconomically as well
as techaically unfsasible.

3. We will monitor the development of this system as it
iz being desigaed as an aercspace trainer for any possible potential
in the photog raphic and ELINT reconnaissance area.
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Asgistant Directo:
{Special Activities)

CONCUR:

Decuty Director (Research)
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MEMORANDUM FOR: General Carter

Re attached, will you wish to write or/call
Mr. Besera now?

Bernie

28 May 63
(DATE)

FORM NO. |0| REPLACES FORM 10-101
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED, 147)
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